CHAPTER XX.

THE CREAM OF THE WEST.

A NEW era had begun in the fortunes of the Moors.
Reft of their two magnificent capitals at Cordova and
Seville, they had gathered into the extreme south,
under the able and beneficent rule of Aben-al-Hamar,
who, though a tributary to Castille, termed himself
Sultan and Emir of the Faithful, and is usually called
King of Granada.

Karnattah, as the Arabs had named it, meant the
Cream of the West. The Spaniards in later times,
deceived by the likeness of the word to Granada, a
pomegranate, fancied it to have been thence named,
and took the fruit as its emblem. The kingdom was a
mere fragment, and did not even reach to the Straits ;
for Algesira^ the green island, and its great fortresses,
belonged to the Africans ; and it had in it elements of
no small danger, containing as it did the remnants of
no less than thirty-two Arab and Moorish tribes, many
of them at deadly feud with one another, and divided
by their never-ending national enmities. The two
great tribes of Abencerrages, or sons of Zeragh, and
the Zegris, or refugees from Aragon, were destined to
become the most famous of these.

The king himself, Mohammed-Abou-Said, was of
the old Arabian tribe of Al Hamar, by whose name
he is usually called. He was of the best old Arabic